New Castle  Feb. 5th,  1847.
My dear Thoreau:
Although your letter
only came to hand to-day I attended to its
subject yesterday, when I was in Philadel-
phia on my way home from Washington.
Your article is this moment in [type ?]
and will appear about the 20th [august ?]
as the leading article in [Graham's ?]
Mag. for next month.  Now don't object
to this, nor be unreasonably sensitive at the
delay.  It is immensely more important to
you that the article should appear thus,  that
is, if you have any literary aspirations) than
it is that you should make a few dollars
by issuing it in some other way.  As to lectu-
ring, you have been at perfect liberty to deliver
it as a lecture a hundred times if you
had chosen - the more the better.  It is really
a good thing, and I will see that Graham
pays you fairly for it.  But its appearance
there is worth far more to you than money.
I know there has been too much de-
lay, and have done my best to obviate it.
But I could not.  A magazine that pays, and
which it is desirable to be known as a contri-






buter to, is always crowded with articles, and
was to postpone some for others of even less merit.
I do this myself with good things that I
am not required to pay for.
Thoreau, do not think [hard ?] of
Graham.  Do not try to stop the publication
of your article.  It is best as it is.  But just
sit down and write a little article about
Emerson, which I will give you $25 for it
You cannot do better with it;  then one
about Hawthorne at your leisure, etc etc.  I
will pay you the money for each of these
articles on delivery, publish them when
and how I please, leaving to you the
copyright [  ?].  In a year or two,
if you take care not to write faster
than you think, you will have the mate-
rial of a volume worth publishing, and
then we will see what can be done.
There is a [ text ?] somewhere in St. Paul
- my scripture reading is getting rusty -
which says "Look not back to the things
which are behind, but rather to these which
are before" etc.  [Commending   ?] this to your thought-
ful appreciation, I am,
Yours,
Horace Greeley
Regards to Mr. and Mrs. Emerson.
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